
Vice chair’s report: 

 The online Consultation Survey on Use of Public Spaces for Events and Filming was 

completed by me on behalf of the CC, in line with what had been outlined at previous 

meetings. 

 I have flagged up the need for a new Chair, and for new SCC members, particularly of the 

“elected” category.  I have emailed the current members and asked for discussion, although 

none has yet occurred.  I am in the process of asking a dozen or so local residents that I think 

would be possible candidates. 

 Along with Philip and Stephen, I attended, on the 24th November, an on site meeting with 

Harrisons Developers to learn about, and discuss with them, their proposal for a 63 studio 

room student housing development on East Newington Place.  We made it clear that, no 

matter how nice their proposal looked, or how thoughtfully designed, we did not think more 

student accommodation was appropriate in the Southside and we would oppose it, in any 

form.  We made it clear that we are confident that we represent the community correctly in 

expressing a desire for more affordable housing in this area, and no more student 

accommodation.  

 I attended an online meeting of the Edinburgh Association of Community Councils on 

November 25th.  There were two speakers: Neil Gardiner, Convener of the Planning 

Committee of the CEC, who was to outline some important aspects of the new City Plan and 

respond to questions; and Paul Lawrence the Head of the Directorate of Place, who outlined 

the current priorities for his areas of work. It was well attended, and many good questions 

raised.  The direction of travel for planning and in the City Plan seems to be what the 

members of the EACC would broadly endorse, but there were still many concerns voiced 

about housing, other developments, transport etc. Paul Lawrence outlined his priorities as: 

sustaining and reactivating services, particularly waste and cleansing; planning; transport; 20 

Minute Neighbourhoods; and establishing better engagement with CCs by setting up a 

Community Empowerment Team that is directly responsible for working with and listening 

to CCs. 

 Further to the ongoing concerns about Holyrood Distillery noise, smell, lorry traffic, and 

licensing raised by several members of the public, I will be attending two meetings to try to 

sort some of these issues out. First of all, on the 9th December, Steve Burgess and I will meet 

with reps of the Distillery, and then, hopefully the following week, we will all meet with 3 

members of the public as well. 

 


